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Mark Your Calendar*  

MARCH  

March 1: Ash Wednesday Soup Supper/Worship Service 

March 3:  BIGhouse Sportsplex Late Night Event 

March 5:  Hope Overflow at 9:50 and 11:10 Worship Services 

March 8: Lenten Soup Supper/Worship Service/Small Groups 

March 10-19: BASIC Jamaica Mission Trip 

March 11-17: BIGhouse Godôs Mountain Mission Trip 

March 13-17: Local Spring Break Missions 

March 12: No KidzRock or Confirmation (spring break) 

March 15: Lenten Soup Supper/Worship Service/Small Groups 

March 15:  No Wednesday Student Programs (spring break) 

March 19: No KidzRock or Confirmation (spring break) 

March 19:  Kits and Quilts Open House 

March 19:  Reformation/Family Book Fair Begins 

March 22: Lenten Soup Supper/Worship Service/Small Groups 

March 29: Lenten Soup Supper/Worship Service/Small Groups 
 

APRIL  

April 2:  Final Day of the Reformation/Family Book Fair 

April 5: Lenten Soup Supper/Worship Service/Small Groups 

April 13: Maundy Thursday Worship Service 

April 14:  Good Friday Worship Services 

April 16:  Easter Worship Services 

April 19:  ALPHA Begins 

April 26:  Last KidzWOW and JUMP56 for the School Year 

April 27:  Last BASIC for the School Year 

April 30:  Confirmation Sunday 
 

MAY  

May 3:  Last Day of CHAOS and BIGhouse 

May 21:  Last Day of KidzRock and Confirmation 

May 28:  Graduation Sunday 
 

JUNE 

June 4:  Summer Series ñProphets and Parablesò Begins 

June 11-15: NAZ Operation Arctic VBS 
 

*Please check our website for additional updates!  

 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Grace to you and peace as we prepare to begin our journey through 
Lent to Easter! 
 
What a joy it has been to live into our recently completed renovations 
and enjoy the new look and feel of our outstanding facilities. Even so, 
the facelift continues with ongoing updates and repairs around our 
building. Just this morning our ñWilling Workerò volunteers were busy 
applying a fresh coat of paint to one of our hallways. I'm always struck 
by the difference a little paint can make!  Still, as good as everything 
looks, looks can be deceiving. 
 
Our old walls look new and clean. But what's underneath? There are 
layers of old paint. There are cracks, chips, and gouges. There are 
stains and patches. There is rot and decay. Things may look new and 
clean on the surface, but are they? No. 
 
Likewise, it is tempting to believe that if we dress things up a little in our 
lives, then we will pass as clean and new. We may put on a happy 
face, dress up in our finest clothes, wash the car, quote a few Bible 
verses, and talk about justice and mercy. But what is underneath all 
these things? Are these outward changes nothing more than a new 
paint job intended to make us look clean when we remain filthy inside? 
All too often, yes. 
 
As sinful human beings, we don't need paint. We need new 
construction. The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians that ñIf anyone is 
in Christ, there is a new creation. Everything old has passed away. 
See, everything has become new.ò 
 
We are about to begin our journey through Lent, and Easter is fast 
approaching. Even as winter wanes and spring blossoms forth, things 
all around us are being made new. Through Christ there is new life, 
new birth, and new hope. The suffering and decay of death have been 
vanquished. No longer is our last hour something to be feared.  
 
Christ has won the victory over our ultimate enemy: death. We have 
been changed. We have been washed in the blood of the Lamb from 
inside, out. Unlike the walls underneath the fresh paint throughout our 
building, we are no longer chipped, cracked, stained, or decaying 
creatures. We are fully new - recreated, transformed, and born again 
by God's Holy Spirit. Truly, we are the people of Easter. So, bring your 
hearts to worship in the coming months, not just your paint brushes, 
and breathe deep the breath of God that is ñmaking all things new!ò 
 
With thanks for the privilege of serving as one of your pastors,  

 
 
 

Pastor Brian 



CELEBRATIONS 

 

The Word of God...Making All Things New:  Accept the challenge to 

renew your commitment to reading and being transformed by The Word of God!  

So far, over 200 Nazareth community members have been receiving the Daily 

Scripture Email, and even more have 

been using the Read Scripture App, the 

Daily Scripture Guide Sheet and the Bible 

Project website!  Each of these tools 

provides you with a great opportunity to 

read the Bible, to listen to the Bible, and/or 

to watch a Bible video.  You are never 

ahead, and you are never behind.  Just 

get started.  You can join us in seeing how 

the Word of God is making all things new 

by going to www.naz.org to get signed up. 

Sweep, the Service Dog:  An update on 
Sweep, the sweet Nazareth-sponsored 
service dog for youth at the Bremwood 
Residential Treatment Center...ñWe are 
pleased to tell you that she is progressing 
well. And as you can see by the picture, she 
is beautiful.  Although Sweep is still young--
just a teenager--she is very smart and loves 
people.  Sweep now spends her days at 
Bremwood, and she is right on track to ñgraduateò at 9-12 months 
as a fully-trained therapy dog with all of the skills and discipline 
that a service dog would have, except that she is being trained to 
relate to multiple people rather than just one.  Sweep is already a 
blessing to those of us who know and work with her. She will a 
special blessing for our youth at Bremwood. Thank you all for 

your wonderful support."  

Alternatives Pregnancy Center:  A special thanks to all 
who participated in the Baby Bottle Drive for Alternatives!  The 
Nazareth community came together to donate more than $2,260, 
which will provide free pregnancy 
tests, ultrasounds and parent 
education services for people in 
need in our community.  Your 

generosity is truly appreciated!  

Sunday of Service:  On Sunday, February 
12, nearly 50 Confirmation students and 
leaders served by creating sewing kits for 
students in Tanzania, decorating cookies for 
the Salvation Army and assembling school 
bags for Lutheran World Relief.  Thanks be to 

God for each student here are Nazareth! 

CHAOS Ski and Shop: Over 170 junior 
high students, 52 leaders and 11 high school 
student-leaders went on the CHAOS Ski and 
Shop trip February 11-12 to Afton Alps and 
the Mall of America.  Students had the 
opportunity to ski, to go bowling, to shop, and 
to worship together at Peace Reformed 
Church in Eagan, Minnesota.  Thank you 
Nazareth congregation members who 
supported this trip through prayers and 

scholarships for students in need! 

H2 Jamaica Mission Trip: 2017 marks our 28th year of 
ministering to people in the interior portions of this island nation 
and our medical mission is called ñHope and Health to Jamaicaò 
or H2Jamaica.  We had 52 participants (dentists, doctors, nurses, 
pharmacists, construction workers, and general helpers) from 
Alaska to Massachusetts and everywhere in between with 29 
from the Cedar Valley and 13 from Nazareth.  Our mission 
typically occurs the first two weeks in February.  Over 8 clinic 
days, our three medical teams and two dental teams saw 1,583 
individuals.  Our construction team installed 17 one-quarter acre 
irrigation systems for subsistence farmers and built safety rails 
around a gazebo we constructed last year at ñGift of Hopeò, a 
Roman Catholic residential facility for severely challenged 
children.  Thanks be to God for all He continues to do in and 
through the H2Jamaica teams.  For more information, please 

contact Pastor Bob Ericson at bob.ericson@naz.org. 

Caribbean Christian Centre for the Deaf (CCCD):  For the past five 
years, Nazareth has partnered with the Caribbean Christian Centre for the Deaf, in 
Kingston and Knockpatrick, Jamaica, through the 
development of relationships between 
communities, spring break missions, and ongoing 
financial support from Nazareth to CCCD and to 
DeafCan Coffee. We are excited to continue this 
partnership as our college ministry team heads to 
Jamaica next week for their annual spring break 
mission trip, where 50 college students and leaders 
will be serving together!  For more details on this 

partnership, please email sara.rockow@naz.org. 



LENT AND EASTER 
Lenten Small Groups:  Sign up today to join a Nazareth Lenten Small Group!  These groups will focus on a study of the 

applying the B.L.E.S.S. Model of Discipleship to our lives as we look at some of the things Jesus said during the week prior to His 

crucifixion.  All Lenten Small Groups will begin meeting weekly on Wednesday, March 8, and will have a final meeting on Wednesday, 

April 5. Various times and leaders are offered.  Register any Sunday morning at the Naz Next Steps area in Fellowship Hall or online 

via the ñConnectò Page for Discipleship U on our website at www.naz.org.  With questions, please email jenny.nelson@naz.org. 

Lenten Small Group Guide and Devotional:  Over the 40 days of Lent, 

we challenge you to walk in the footsteps of Jesus as we study how he took the time 

to B.L.E.S.S. others during the final week before His crucifixion.  This booklet can be 

used within small groups, families and individually to equip and encourage readers to 

follow Jesusôs examples as we Begin with prayer, Listen to His call, Eat together in 

hospitality, Serve one another in love, and share the power of Godôs Story in our 

lives.  The Nazareth Lenten Small Group Guide and Devotional can be picked up at 

no cost  at the Naz Next Steps area.  Email jenny.nelson@naz.org for details. 

Wednesday Lenten Soup Suppers and Worship Services: As we journey through the Lenten 

season, we invite you to join us in fellowship and in worship!  Join us on Wednesday, March 1, as we kick off the 
Lenten Season with a soup supper from 5:00-5:45 p.m.  Our Ash Wednesday Worship Service , on 

Wednesday, March 1, will follow the soup supper from 6:00-7:00 p.m.  Weôll continue our Wednesday Lenten Soup 
Suppers (5:00-5:45 p.m.) and Lenten Worship Services (6:00-6:45 p.m.) on March 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 5.  
Several Lenten Small Groups will meet following the Lenten Worship Services from 6:45-7:45 p.m. as well.  The 
teachings each Wednesday will focus on the B.L.E.S.S. Model of Discipleship as we journey through the final week 

of Jesusô life before His crucifixion. 

Thursday Senior Fellowship Lenten Lunches: All senior citizens are invited to enjoy a delicious meal in the company 

of friends on Thursdays at noon.  During the Lenten season, we will feature speakers and music immediately following the luncheon 

each week focused on ñThe Heart of Jesus: His Story...Our Story.ò 

Palm Sunday Worship Services: Celebrate the triumphal entry with us on Sunday, April 9, at 8:30, 9:50 or 11:10 a.m.  

KidzRock, Confirmation Classes and Adult Education Classes will meet as normally scheduled on Palm Sunday. 

Maundy Thursday Worship Service: On Thursday, April 13, at 7:00 p.m., we will come together for a time of meditation 

and reflection as we worship together on Maundy Thursday.  Fifth graders will receive their First Communion. 

Good Friday Worship Services: At 10:00 a.m. on Friday, April 14, all are welcome in the Chapel for a Good Friday Worship 

Service.  Also on Good Friday, there will be a community gathering for The Procession of the Cross, beginning at noon in Overman 
Park in Cedar Falls.  Finally, our student-led Good Friday services will be held at 7:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. in the Nazareth Worship 

Center.  Please note that all are welcome to attend any one of, several of, or all three of these Good Friday events. 

Easter Worship Schedule:  This Easter, BE INVITATIONAL!  Invite your family 

members, neighbors and friends to join you in celebrating the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ!  Postcards with service times are available at Naz Next Steps, the Welcome Desk 
and the Reception Desk.  Service times are 8:30, 10:00 and 11:30 a.m. on April 16.  

Please note that there will be NO KidzRock or Confirmation on Easter Sunday. 

Sing in the Easter Choir!  All men, women, and young adults (6th grade and 

older) are invited to join the Nazareth Choir on Easter Sunday, April 16.  Our choir will 
sing at the 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  services, and you are welcome to join us for some or all 
of the morning.  To participate, please plan to attend ONE of the following rehearsals in 
the Worship Center:  Wednesday, April 12, at 6:30 p.m. or Sunday, April 16, at 7:45 a.m.  
All abilities are welcome!  Email nathaniel.parrish@naz.org or nicki.toliver@naz.org to 

sign up or for details.  We look forward to celebrating our risen Savior with you in song! 


